
19-20 February 20168th Livestock Research Group meeting 

WELCOME



• Looking back: LRG achievements in 2015

• Outcomes from the GRA Council meeting 

• Looking forward: challenges and opportunities for the LRG

• Other updates, e.g. regional progress

Setting the scene: overview



Setting the scene: LRG achievements

2015: Promotional brochure, 8x country 

case studies, revisions underway to LRG 

web pages



2015: Flagship activities with FAO, 

CCAFS, Climate & Clean Air 

Coalition, SAI Platform



2015: Capability building: technical training, inventory workshops, 

regional and bilateral collaborations



Regional engagement in 2015

• Engagement workshops in Tunis (Tunisia) and Izmir (Turkey)

• Establishment of a regional GRA community for the Mediterranean



Collaborative research bearing fruit

e.g. Global Rumen Census,

Methane inhibitors

Active research 

networks leading 

major projects incl. 

methodological 

standardisation and 

data collections



GRA Council meeting, Sept 2015

• Succession of GRA Presidency from Netherlands to USA and this 

year to Mexico

• Formation of new ‘Integrative Research Group’

 First meeting jointly with LRG (this afternoon)

• Agreement to investigate GRA multi-country funding mechanisms, 

potentially IRC with support from the European Commission

 Working Group being established

• Enhanced Secretariat

 Position advertised

• Development of a 5-year strategic plan for the GRA

• GRA science conference in 2017 ?

• New GRA partners: Climate & Clean Air Coalition,

World Agricultural Forum, CABI

• LRG tasked with exploring the relationship with GACSA and with 

deepening the relationship with SAI Platform



Challenges & opportunities in 2016

 Evolving international landscape

 GACSA, CCAFS, 4 per mille

 Paris agreement: int’l momentum,

climate finance, capability building

 Regional pressures and priorities

 Joint LRG/SAI Platform seminars



Research networks in 2016

Two joint network meetings, in Lodi (June) and Melbourne

Recommended actions for 2016:

• Adopt an integrated, holistic approach to mitigation management in 

livestock farming in order to achieve a more than 40% reduction in 

the emissions intensity of animal production

• Develop a white paper identifying knowledge gaps for this 

integrated approach

• Anticipate call for collaborative research from the white paper

• Increase visibility of networks as the engine of the GRA

• Increase engagement in the networks via smart communication

 Some networks will also see a change in leadership during 2016



Challenges & opportunities in 2016

 Initial ideas and suggestions for:

 Communications / profile / outreach

 Methodological guidance

 Regional activities

 Research priorities/resourcing: this morning

 Cross-group linkages: this afternoon

 Linking with partners: tomorrow morning

 Capability building/resourcing:

tomorrow afternoon

Achieving outcomes that 

would not have been possible 

without the GRA, and that 

benefit many countries


