Senior Officials Meeting
Palais de Congres de Versailles, Versailles, France
3 March 2011

Meeting Report
OVERVIEW
Following on from a week of events comprising meetings of the Research Groups separately and
together and a meeting of the Governance Group, the second Senior Officials meeting took place on
3 March 2011. It was chaired by Marion Guillou (Présidente de l”INRA) for the morning session and
Eric Allain (Directeur de la Direction Générale des Politiques Agricole Agroalimentaire et des
Territoires, Ministere de l’Agriculture, de l’Alimentation de la Peche, de la Ruralité et de
l’Aménagement du Territoire) for the afternoon session.
This report is a summary of the key discussions and outcomes of the senior officials meeting.

PARTICIPANTS
The meeting was attended by participants representing 29 Alliance member countries and five
observer countries. For a full participant list, please refer to Appendix 1.


Alliance Members attending : Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Ghana, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, UK,
Uruguay, USA, Viet Nam.
Alliance Members unable to attend : India, Russia
Observers attending: Brazil, China, European Commission, Republic of Korea, South Africa.




MEETING OUTCOMES
The meeting achieved the following outcomes:


Research Groups and Cross-cutting Groups to prepare presentations of their Action Plans for
the Alliance Ministerial Summit



Draft Charter finalised pending editorial changes to be made by the Secretariat and will be
circulated to Alliance Members and Observers for domestic approval processes.



Governance Group to develop an Alliance Communication Policy for adoption at the first
Alliance Council meeting.
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SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS
OPENING ADDRESS
1
The opening address was given by Jean-Marc Bournigal, Directeur de Cabinet du Ministre de
l’agriculture, de l’alimentation, de la pêche, de la ruralité et de l’aménagement du territoire.
Bournigal reminded participants that agriculture was a source of GHG emissions and was directly
impacted by climate change, but also had significant sequestration potential. The role of the Alliance
in pooling research efforts and serving as a scientific exchange platform was thus key in addressing
climate change. Bournigal supported the idea that the focus of the Alliance should be on mitigation
and urged greater involvement from researchers of developing countries. He argued that research
should be carried out bearing in mind all aspects of sustainable development and not just GHG
emissions.
2
Marion Guillou, Présidente de l”INRA, opened the morning session. Her speech focused on
the importance of agriculture for addressing climate change, the challenges that mitigating
agricultural emissions presents, and the important role of the Alliance. Participants were reminded
that the Alliance does not compete with other international research bodies or replicate discussions
in the UNFCCC. The research objectives and efforts of INRA were highlighted.

SECRETARIAT UPDATE
3
The Secretariat provided an update of progress in the Alliance since the first Senior Officials
meeting in April 2010. It was noted that the Alliance membership had grown in the past year to 31
member countries.
4
The Secretariat presented the results of the research stocktake and reported on the initial
meetings and activities of the Research Groups. Senior officials were also informed about progress in
the development of the Charter and the intention that Ministers sign the Charter at a Summit to be
held in June. Finally, the Secretariat provided information on the ongoing outreach efforts to
partner organisations and research programmes and noted the work underway to update the
Alliance website.

REPORT BACK FROM RESEARCH GROUPS
5
Following on from the separate meetings of each of the Research Groups that took place in
various locations in France on 1-2 March and the joint meeting of all Research Groups. For the
Research Group meetings that had been held on the afternoon of 2 March, each Group presented
the results of their discussions to the senior officials present. (Refer to separate PDF presentations.)
6
Senior officials were appreciative of the work that had been done by each of the Research
Groups and supportive of the action plans that had been developed. As comments were made on
each presentation, a common thread of comment focused on how to characterise “success” in the
Alliance context. Participants described this as:


“Research that explains”, “research that predicts” and “research that supports decision
making”;



Agricultural systems that produce what we need, that will protect the natural resource base,
and is economically viable; and



The most efficient balance of kg production / m3 water / CO2.
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7
In response to a question as to whether there was a need for a particular Alliance focus on
countries with the largest agricultural productive capacity, several officials noted again the collective
goal of the Alliance to increase food production whilst decreasing greenhouse gas emissions. The
collaborative research effort would benefit all Alliance countries.
8
The value of the research stocktake exercise was acknowledged although the difficulties that
member countries had had in undertaking it were noted. Given that it is intended that the research
stocktake is a living document that will be updated annually, senior officials hoped that ways could
be found to streamline the collection of information.
9
It was also noted that a key question for future consideration was how to ensure that
improvement in farming practices and technologies were implemented by farmers. In the
meantime, some senior officials commented that the Alliance was at the beginning of its work and
urged that the Alliance continued to focus what was practical and doable now, while keeping in mind
the issues that would need reflection and consideration into the future.

CROSS CUTTING ISSUES
10
Senior officials also received a separate presentation on cross cutting research issues from
Jean-Francois Soussana. This presentation covered the discussion and conclusions from the Research
Group Joint Plenary session on 2 March 2011.
11
It was acknowledged that cross cutting issues caused some difficulty for the Research
Groups. The Research Groups had identified and distinguished between true cross cutting issues
(issues that were of interest and concern to all of the Research Groups) and “interface issues” (issues
were common work was being undertaken and where good communication and interaction could
smooth the work).
12
The main focus of discussion concerned the identification by all three Research Groups of
life-cycle analysis as an interface issue that is a potential cross cutting issue. There was some
surprise and concern expressed by senior officials to its inclusion into the action plans of the
Research Groups. Senior officials noted that the concept had specific economic, philosophical and
political connotations, and that was already a considerable amount of international effort and
attention being directed towards lifecycle analysis and greenhouse gas footprinting. However, it was
acknowledged that underpinning lifecycle analysis was a foundation of scientific knowledge and
measurement particularly at emissions and product level. It was also acknowledged that the type of
information contained in a life cycle assessment would be important in the future for encouraging
farmers to change their farming practices. There was consensus that proposals for work on lifecycle
analysis need further consideration and should be discussed at a future meeting.

REPORT BACK FROM THE GOVERNANCE GROUP
13
Jamshed Merchant chair of the Governance Group gave senior officials an update of the
work of the Governance Group. He noted that it was the third time that the Group had met and the
meetings had allowed all participants to gain a better understanding of the what the Alliance means
– that there was a common desire amongst Governance Group participants to undertake research
and do things for real people to help them reduce emissions and grow more food.
14
He reported that there were still a number of areas of the Charter text where agreement had
not been reached and a number of paragraphs where the Secretariat would be asked to tidy up the
text without changing the intent. He also noted that it had been agreed that a communication policy
would be the next product that the Governance Group would develop.
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15
The subsequent discussion focused on paragraph 1 of the Charter that dealt with the raison
d’etre of the Alliance, paragraph 42 on resource contributions by members to the work of the
Alliance, and paragraph 24(d) which dealt with the operation of the Research Groups and the
participation of partners, whether institutions or individuals.
16
Following further discussion and exchange of views senior officials agreed on these
substantive elements of the Charter and noted some additional editorial suggestions for the
Secretariat to take into account.
17
The Secretariat was asked to reflect these changes and other editorial suggestions that did
not change the intent of specific paragraphs into a final version of the Charter document and
circulate this to participating countries.
18
Jamshed Merchant noted that it was important for each country to complete its own internal
approval processes so that each Alliance member country was in a position to sign the Charter at the
Ministerial Summit in June 2011.
19
The next focus of work for the Governance Group was the development of a communication
policy. Australia and Argentina volunteered to lead this work. It was intended that a draft be ready
for substantive discussion and approval for when the Council first meets.

INFORMATION ON THE MINISTERIAL SUMMIT
20
New Zealand informed participants of the reasons for the change of location and date. The
Secretariat gave a short presentation on the logistics for the Ministerial Summit and posed a set of
questions for participants to guide preparations including which day was preferred and what the
format of proceedings should be. A proposal to hold either a Senior Officials meeting prior to the
Ministerial Summit or a Council session afterwards was also canvassed. Given the shortness of time
available for participants to express views, the Secretariat undertook to send out an email seeking
views.

CLOSING ADDRESS
21
The closing address was given by Madame Michèle Pappalardo, Commissaire générale au
Développement durable. She noted that feeding a growing world population presented a major
challenge for the science community particularly in the face of declining growing capacity due to
changes in climate. While this was a global problem, the solutions had to be local. Scientific research
was essential in addressing the challenge and the Alliance was an example of how researchers and
countries could come together to do this job. While both mitigation and adaptation were important
Madame Pappalardo noted that there was not enough research that grappled with mitigating
greenhouse gas emissions. The solutions had to keep pace with the changes that were occurring. It
was important that Alliance remained flexible so as to be as effective and efficient as possible. If it
became a complex international organisation it would lose focus and momentum.
21





Madame Pappalardo saw four elements to the Alliance’s work :
Climate change research that will form the basis of future action.
A focus on the quality and quantity of output and the role of agriculture in the landscape;
A greater acknowledgement of the important of research effort; and
The importance of partnerships to promote synergies but also so that solutions could be
adapted to local situations.
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APPENDIX 1: Participants List
Country
Attendees
Alliance Member Countries
Argentina
Alejandro Silva, Ministry of Agriculture (arsilva@minagri.gob.ar)
Clara María Fariña, Secretariat of Agriculture (cfarinia@minagri.gob.ar)
Julia Geraldine Hoppstock, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (hop@mrecic.gov.ar)
Carla Pascale Medina, (cpasca@minagri.gob.ar)
Laura Finster, INTA (lfinster@cnia.inta.gov.ar)
Guillermo Berra, INTA (gberra@cnia.inta.gob.ar)
Miguel A. Taboada, INTA (mtaboada@cnia.inta.gov.ar)
Australia
Matthew Koval, Minister Counsellor (Agriculture), Embassy of Australia, Australian
Mission to the European Union (Matthew.Koval@dfat.gov.au)
Nadia Bouhafs, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
(nadia.bouhafs@daff.gov.au)
Bill Slattery, Department of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency
(bill.slattery@climatechange.gov.au)
Canada
Jamshed Merchant, Agriculture & Agri-food Canada (jamshed.merchant@agr.gc.ca)
Marco Valicenti, Permanent Mission of Canada to the Food and Agriculture Agencies
of the United Nations, Canadian Embassy, Rome, Italy
(marco.valicenti@international.gc.ca)
Denis Angers, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (denis.angers@agr.gc.ca)
Chile
Sergio Gonzalez, INIA (sgonzale@inia.cl)
Marta Alfaro, INIA (malfaro@inia.cl)
Jose Maria Peralta, National Institute if Agricultural Research, INIA (jperalta@inia.cl)
Colombia
Lucio Santos, Ministry of Environment (lsantos@minambiente.gov.co)
Miguel Ayarza, CORPOICA (mayazam@gmail.com)
Olga Lucia Mayorga (lmayorga@corpoica.org.co)
Denmark
Anders Kloker, Ministry for Food Agriculture and Fisheries (ankl@ferv.dk)
Peter Lund, Aarhus University (peter.lund@agrsci.dk)
Søren O. Petersen, Aarhus University (soren.o.petersen@agrsci.dk)
Finland
Veli-Pekka Reskola, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (velipekka.reskola@mmm.fi)
Marketta Rinne, MTT Agrifood Research (marketta.rinne@mtt.fi)
Kristiina Regina, Agrifood Research Finland (kristiina.regina@mtt.fi)
France
Ludovic Larbodiere, (ludovic.larbodiere@agriculture.gouv.fr)
Gilles Aumont, (Gilles.Aumont@tours.inra.fr)
Jean-François Soussana, INRA (dsenv@paris.inra.fr)
Diego Morgavi, INRA (morgavi@clermont.inra.fr)
Philippe Leconte, CIRAD (philippe.lecomte@cirad.fr)
Guy Richard, INRA, EA Division (guy.richard@orleans.inra.fr)
Sylvain Pellerin, INRA (pellerin@bordeaux.inra.fr)
Germany
Barbara Kosak, (barbara.kosak@bmelv.bund.de)
Karl-Heinz Südekum, University of Bonn (ksue@itw.uni-bonne.de)
Heinz Flessa, VTI Institute of Agricultural Climate Research (heinz.flessa@vti.bund.de)
Ghana
Regina Sagoe, Ministry of Environment (rsagoe50@gmail.com)
Akwasi Abunyewa, Savanna Agricultural Research Institute
(akwasi_abunyewa@yahoo.com)
India
Unable to attend
Indonesia
Muhamad Sabran, Indonesian Agency for Agriculture Research and development
(msbran23@yahoo.com)
Amlius Thalib, Indonesian Centre for Animal Science Research
(am_thalib@yahoo.com)
I. Nyoman Widiarta, Indonesian Centre for Food Crops Research and Development
(manwidiarta@yahooo.com)
Dedi Nursyamsi, Indonesian Agricultural Environment Research Institute
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Ireland

Japan

Malaysia

Mexico

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

Russia
Spain

(ddnursyamsi@yahoo.com)
Richard Howell, Department of Agriculture (richard.howell@agriculture.gov.ie)
Padraig O’Kiely, TEAGASC (padraig.okiely@teagasc.ie)
John Spink, Teagasc (john.spink@teagasc.ie)
Akihiko Uchikawa, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
(akihiko_uchikawa@nm.maff.go.jp)
Kiyoshi Sawada, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
(kiyoshi_sawada@nm.maff.go.jp)
Yoshiro Nishimura, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Yoshiro Nishimura,
(yoshirou_nishimura@nm.maff.go.jp)
Takashi Osada, National Agriculture and Food Research Organisation
(osada@affrc.go.jp)
Kazuyuki Yagi, National Institute for Agro-Environmental Sciences (kyagi@affrc.go.jp)
Minamikawa Kazunori, NIAES (minakazu@affrc.go.jp)
Abd Shukor Abd Rahman, MARDI (arshukor@mardi.gov.my)
Mohd Saufi Bastami, MARDI (msaufi@mardi.gov.my)
Mohamad Zabawi Abdul Ghani, MARDI (bawi@mardi.gov.my)
Mohd Fairuz Mat Suptian, MARDI (fairuzsr@mardi.gov.my)
Adriana Rodriguez Romero, Ministry of Agriculture of Mexico
(adrianarodriguez@sagarpaue.be)
Luis Ortega-Reyes, Ministry of Agriculture (SAGARPA) (luis.ortega@sagarpa.gob.mx)
Sergio Gomez Rosales, INIFAP (gomez.sergio@inifap.gob.mx)
Mario A Cobos Peralta, Colegio De Postgraduados (cobos@colpos.mx)
Juan De Dios Benavides, INIFAP (benavides.juandedios@inifap.gob.mx)
Tomas Hernandez Tejeda, INIFAP (hernandez.tomas@inifap.gob.mx)
Kim Van Seeters, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation
(k.seeters@minlnv.nl)
Martin Scholten, Wageningen UR (martin.scholten@wur.nl)
Jac Meijs, Wageningen UR (jac.meijs@wur.nl)
Paul Vriesekoop, Wageningen UR (paul.vriesekoop@wur.nl)
Paul Stocks, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (paul.stocks@maf.govt.nz)
Andrew Jenks, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (andrew.jenks@mfat.govt.nz)
Harry Clark, NZ Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Research Centre
(harry.clark@nzagrc.org.nz)
Andy Reisinger NZ Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Research Centre
(andy.reisinger@nzagrc.org.nz)
Jan Henrik Martinsen, Norwegian Ministry of Agriculture and Food
(jan-henrik.martinsen@lmd.dep.no)
Odd Magne Harstad, Norwegian University of Life Sciences (odd.harstad@umb.no)
Lillian Oygarden, Norwegian Institute for Agricultural and Environment Research,
Bioforsk, (Lillian.oygarden@bioforsk.no)
Kamran Ali Qureshi, Ministry of Environment (asmoenv@gmail.com)
Dr Muhammad Akram, Ministry of Livestock & Dairy Development
(muhammadakram422@yahoo.com)
Muhammad Anwar, Pakistan Agricultural Research Council
(muhammadanwar1964@gmail.com)
Dow Seiner, Ministry of Agriculture (dseiner@minag.gob.pe)
Cesar Osorio, INIA (cosorio@inia.gob.pe)
Beatriz Sales Davila, INIA (bsales@inia.gob.pe)
Orlando Palacios Agurto, INIA (opalacios@inia.gob.pe)
Joell Lales, Department of Agriculture-Bureau of Agricultural Research
(jlales@bar.gov.ph)
Efren Nuestro, Bureau of Animal Industry (ec_nuestro@yahoo.com)
Unable to attend
Antonio Fernandez G Vinuesa, MARM (sgacordi@marm.es)
Omar Del Rion, MARM (sgacordi@marm.es)
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Sweden

Switzerland
Thailand

UK

USA

Uruguay

Vietnam

Maria Luisa Ballestros, MARM (mlballes@mapa.es)
Jan Svensson, The Swedish Research Council for Environment
(jan.svensson@formas.se)
Åsa Kasimir Klemedtsson, University of Gothenburg (asa.kasimir@gvc.gu.se)
Thomas Katterer, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
(Thomas.katterer@slu.se)
Dominique Kohli, Federal Office for Agriculture (dominique.kohli@blw.admin.ch)
Michael Kreuzer, ITH Zurich (michael.kreuzer@inw.agrl.ethz.ch)
Jirapa Inthisang, Office of Agricultural Economics (jirapai@oae.go.th)
Amornchai Somjetlertcharoen, Ministry of Agriculture
Cholavit Chulabutra, The office of Agricultural Affair (agrithai@agrithai.be)
Arux Chaiyakul, Department of Livestock Development (aruxch@yahoo.com)
Pornpun Sutthiyam, Ministry of Agriculture (psuddhiyam@gmail.com)
Yuthasart Anuluxtipun, Ministry of Agriculture (yuttachai2004@yahoo.com)
Supatra Thanaseniwat, Ministry of Agriculture (supatrat@moac.go.th)
Susan Popple, Defra (sue.popple@defra.gsi.gov.uk)
Pinder Gill, DEFRA (pinder.gill@defra.gsi.gov.uk)
Kathryn Morely, DEFRA (kathryn.morley@defra.gsi.gov.uk)
Mark Manis, US Department of Agriculture (mark.manis@usda.gov)
Nancy Cavallaro, USDA (ncavallaro@nifa.usda.gov)
Steven Shafer, Agricultural Research Service, USDA (Steven.shafer@ars.usda.gov)
Alan Franzluebbers, USDA-Agricultural Research Service
(alan.franzluebbers@ars.usda.gov)
Charles Rice, Department of Agronomy, Kansas State University (curice@ksu.edu)
Lewis Ziska, USDA- Agricultural Research Service (l.ziska@ars.usda.gov)
Walter Oyhantcabal, MGAP (woyha@mgap.gub.uy)
Veronica Ciganda, INIA (vciganda@inia.org.uy)
Jorge Sawchik, INIA (jsawchik@le.inia.org.uy)
Alvaro Roel, INIA (aroel@inia.org.uy)
Tran Kim Long, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
(longtk.htqt@mard.gov.vn)
La Van Kinh, Institute of Agricultural Sciences for Southern Vietnam
(lakinh@hcm.fpt.vn)
Nguyen Van Viet, Department of Science and International Competition
(nvvietvaas@vnn.vn)
Ha Pham Quang, MARD (haphamquang@fpt.vn)

Observers
Brazil

Gustavo Mozzer, Embrapa (gmozzer@gmail.com)
Ciro Russo, Ministry of External relations (ciro.russo@itamaraty.gov.br)
Claudio Carvalho, EMBRAPA (chgeral@cpatu.embrapa.br);
Rene Poccard, EMBRAPA (poccard@cirad.fr)
China
Li Yue, Institute of Environment and Sustainable Development in Agriculture
(yueli@ami.ac.cn)
Bo Li, Ministry of Agriculture (libo9506@yahoo.com.cn)
Dong Hongmin, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Science (donghm@ieda.org.cn)
Xunhua Zheng, Institute of Atmsopheric Physics (xunhua.zheng@post.iap.ac.cn)
European Commission
Timothy Hall, European Commission (timothy.hall@ec.europa.eu)
Jean-Charles Cavitte, DG Research (jean-charles.cavitte@ec.europa.eu)
Korea
Kyu-Hyun Park, National Institute of Animal Science (kpark74@korea.kr)
Seul Bi Lee, National Academy of Agricultural Science (seulvi23@korea.kr)
Hyun-Cheol Jeong, National Academy of Agricultural Science (taiji152@korea.kr)
South Africa
Matiga Motsepe, Department of Agriculture (MatigaM@daff.gov.za)
Secretariat, Meredith Stockdijk, New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
(Meredith.Stokdijk@maf.govt.nz)
Hayden Montgomery, New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (Hayden.Montgomery@mfat.govt.nz)
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