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Established in 2017 to consolidate Soil C activities in one «location» within the GRA

- Soil C activities were previously embedded in other GRA Research Groups

C&N Cross-cutting RG Croplands RG



GRA IRG – Soil C Network

The Network’s scope includes:

•Estimating potential soil carbon sequestration across spatial and temporal scales

•Understanding trade-offs and synergies with non-CO2 GHG emissions, as well as costs and barriers to 
adoption

•Understanding the co-benefits of soil carbon sequestration for soil health and agricultural production

•Producing best practice guidance on monitoring soil organic carbon (SOC) stocks over space and time.



GRA IRG – Soil C Network

Divisional Symposium at World Congress of Soil Science
Rio de Janeiro, August 2018

“Carbon sequestration potential of soils”
Conveners: C. Chenu and D. Angers

Jointly: GRA-IRG Soil C Network and 4 per 1000 Initiative

37 communications  (≈15 countries)
Keynote: Mike Beare (NZ): Defining and predicting OC sequestration potential of soils

Discussion around theoretical (C saturation concept) and achievable (practical) C 
sequestration potential.



Training workshop on modelling SOC 
in livestock (grassland) systems

2019



GRA IRG – Soil C Network

Challenges and opportunities

- Large number of national and international initiatives related to SOC
- Need to find a niche with potential added value
- Funding - contribution from CIRCASA …

- Take advantage of specificity of GRA
- Bringing together interested scientists from 55 member countries

- Possible activities: 
- Stocktake of current initiatives in member countries (would foster collaboration)
- Stocktake of approaches to estimate Soil C sequestration potential
- Identify priority topics (e.g. irrigation and SOC), funding sources (e.g. EJP-SOIL, C. Chenu) 
- Thematic sessions at international conferences (Eurosoil, EGU, AGU etc.).
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